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reraemberance of himself. God granted both his prayers. Thus,
it is that the place got the name Tanjapuri which, in course of
time, has got corrupted as Tanjavur.
Seeing that Tanjakan was killed, the other demon Dan-
takan got frightened. He started running into the crevices of
the earth. Perumal took on the form of a Varaha (a boar). He
chased him under the ground and killed him.
Tarakan was fighting with Chandika Devi. Kali succeeded
in killing him.God is said to have conferred on Her the title "Eka
Vira". Parasara rishi was very happy that Maha Vishnu had
destroyed the demons and had brought back peace to the asram.
He prayed to God and Mahalakshmi to continue to stay in that
place. Thus* it is that God is seen as Neelamega Perumal in
this divya desam.
In the Tanjai Mamani kovil, even today, we can see one
sculpted image in a pose as if it is seeking saranagathi at the feet
of the Perumal. It is said that this image is that of Tanjakan, the
demon who fell at the feet of Perumal and sought forgiveness.
It is said that during Kiruta yugam, Mann had a son. He was a
great devotee of Vishnu. He used to undertake a vow of silence
for a long period when he would be immersed in praying to the
Lord. On one such occasion, a rishi came to meet him. The
son of Manu, however, did not pay the respect due to that
rishi. The rishi went back to his asram. Manu, who heard
about this incident, cursed his son and said that he be born as
an asura. Hearing this, the wife of Manu came rushing and
requested Manu to lessen the severity of the curse. Manu said
that while he could not withdraw the curse, he would modify to
the extent of saying that even as an asura, he would be killed
only by Vishnu and would attain moksha at that time. It is said
that Tanjakan, the demon was that son of Manu.
The Tanjai Mamani kovil was shifted from a place known
as Vambulal Salai to its present location at Vennatrankarai
during the reign of the Maratta king Tulasa between 1763-1787.
The same king is also reported to have shifted the Mel Singa
Perumal ie. Narasimha swamy koQ from Mdveli thottam (the